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PORT HEDLAND AND SOUTH HEDLAND — POPULATION FORECAST 

2771. Mr E.S. Ripper to the Minister for Regional Development 

What are the Government’s population forecasts for Port Hedland and South Hedland: 

(a) for each of the next four financial years; 

(b) 2015; and 

(c) 2020? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

There are no forecasts available for the urban locality of South Hedland. The urban localities of Port Hedland 
and South Hedland are encompassed in the figures released for the Town of Port Hedland local government area 
(LGA). 

The Government uses estimated resident population projections forecast by the Western Australian Planning 
Commission (WAPC), released approximately every five years. The last figures released by the WAPC were 
in 2005 with the next set due for release at the end of 2010. 

However, in regard to the Pilbara region it was agreed in 2008 that the population and employment figures 
prepared by the Pilbara Industry's Community Council (PICC) would be used by the WAPC and others for 
forward planning in the region. 

The table below summarises population estimates for the Town of Port Hedland LGA using the current PICC 
data. These figures incorporate population estimates for residents, fly-in fly-out and construction workers. 
 

Question Year Population estimate for  
Town of Port Hedland LGA 

2011 22 122 
2012 24 276 
2013 25 041 

a) 

2014 22 842 
b) 2015 21 062 
c) 2020 20 980 

Source: Pilbara Industry's Community Council (PICC) 

The Liberal National Government's launch of the Pilbara Cities vision in November 2009, will see public and 
private sector investment in Pilbara towns, in turn creating vibrant and sustainable communities into which 
people will want to live and invest. This policy direction will have a strong impact on population growth and as 
infrastructure and development projects come online it will influence the number of people who choose to live in 
the Pilbara. 

__________ 

 

 
 


